SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW THE BIBLE . . .
Welcome to the “So you think you know the Bible challenge.” 
Below is a copy of the book of Genesis from the RSV Bible with all the vowels removed (a, e, i, o, u, and y), all the spaces are removed, all the punctuation is removed, and all the verse number are removed. 

The goal of this exercise to twofold. The first goal is to check your knowledge of the Bible. If you take up the challenge, your goal is to add the vowels, the spaces, and the punctuation. The second goal is to teach something about the Scriptures. It is important to recognize that many of the Old Testament books were written in Hebrew. Hebrew is a language much different than English. Not only do we read Hebrew from right to left, but the oldest manuscripts did not include vowels. Later on, little dots and dashes were added to the Hebrew indicating the vowels. Already, even in Jesus’ day, the Hebrew language was pretty much a dead language. It wasn’t until about 600 years after the coming of Christ that the vowels were added to manuscripts with the little dots and dashes added to assist reading. 
This exercise might help us get a sense of the difficulties involved in translating the Bible into another language. St. Jerome is best known for his vulgate translation of the Bible where he translated the Bible from the original languages into Latin.  He expresses the challenges with an illustration: For example, in Jeremiah 9:21, we read: "Death is come up into our windows;" he says that we have for the first word the three Hebrew consonants corresponding to our dbr; the word may be dabar, signifying death, or deber, signifying pestilence; it is impossible to tell which it is, but both words work in the context. The challenge for the scripture scholar is expressed very well in a saying I learned in Italy: “Ogni traduttore è un traditore” or “Every translator is a traitor.” But have no fear, it doesn’t mean that we cannot trust what we read in the Scriptures, because as you can see as you work the puzzle below, you can determine what the writer meant with sufficient accuracy, but sometime absolute certainty cannot be obtained for the meaning of particular passages. 
So, enjoy the challenge below, and remember vowels that are words like “a” or “I” will not show up, so you’ll have to find them in context; for example: “Ltthrbfrmmntnthmdstfthwtrs” = “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters …” I have left the capital letters in which should be of some help. 
Sorry, there is no prize provided for those who finish this challenge other than the satisfaction of knowing that you did it, and the opportunity to get to know the Scriptures better. Enjoy!
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